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ENDING SLAVERY - ONE LIFE AT A TIME
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BIBLE VERSES ON JUSTICE

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A
faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of
the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.

Isaiah 10:1-3 Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees,
2to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my
people, making widows their prey and robbing the fatherless. *What will you do on the
day of reckoning, when disaster comes from afar? To whom will you run for help? Where
will you leave your riches?

Isaiah 58:6 “Is not this the kind of fasting | have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners.

Micah 6:8 And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.

Psalm 146:7-9 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The
Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are
bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the foreigner and
sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

Proverbs 18:5 It is not good to be partial to the wicked and so deprive the innocent of
justice.

Proverbs 21:3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.

Ezekiel 22:29 The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they
oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the foreigner, denying them justice.

Amos 5:24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!



Zechariah 7:9-10 “This is what the Lord Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show
mercy and compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the
foreigner or the poor. Do not plot evil against each other.’

Matthew 8:14-17 When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying
in bed with a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and
began to wait on him. When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were
brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and bore
our diseases.

Matthew 10:7-8 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come
near.” Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.
Freely you have received; freely give.

Matthew 25:35-36, 40 For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you
came to visit me.’... ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

James 5:1-6 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is
coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold
and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire.
You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the
workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters
have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned
and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.

James 2:14-18 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith
but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well
fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith
by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

But someone will say, “You have faith; | have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by my deeds.

Suggested Passages for sermons or bible studies:

e Story of Esther — advocacy and standing up for justice
e lIsaiah 58:6-12 — Pursuit of justice

e James 5:1-6 — Our complicity in injustice

o Luke 4:18-21 - Jesus fulfilling Isaiah 61

o Acts 2:44-45 — Justice in the church
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